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Medical  Officer'  Section, 
Health  Department, 

9,  Horsefair, 

Pontefract, 


To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council, 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  information  and 
consideration  a  Report  on  the  Health  and  Health  Services  of 
the  Urban  District  during  the  year  1951. 

The  ibinual  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  dealing 
with  the  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Urban  District,  Housing 
and  the  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Pood  Supplies,  is 
complementary  to  this  Report, 

For  your  information  certain  details  of  the  personal 
health  services  administered  by  the  County  Council  are 
included, 

I  am  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PART  ONE 

STATISTICS  AM)  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


Area  of  the  District:  2,837  acres 

Population,  mid-year,  Registrar-General's  estimate:  9,973 

Niunher  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1951 i  2,902 

Rateable  value:  1951  -  £43,608.  1950  -  £42,  280. 

Product  of  penny  rate:  1951  -  £167  16s.  Od,  1950  -  £157  8s.  9d. 

These  figures  show  a  population  increase  of  132. 

VIT.\L  STATISTICS. 


The  figures  in  brackets  are  the  corresponding  ones  for  1950. 


Live  Births. 

Male. 

Female, 

Total. 

Legitimate 

93  (90) 

89  (80) 

182  (170) 

Illegitimate 

5  (  4) 

4  (  5) 

9  (  9) 

Total 

98  (94) 

93  (85) 

191  (179) 

Birth  rate  per  1,000 

estimated  population:  19.15 

(18.19) 

Percentage  of  illegitimate  live  births: 

4.71  (5. 

03) 

Still  Births. 

Male, 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

5  (1) 

5  (1) 

10  (2) 

Illegitimate 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  U) 

Total 

5  (1) 

5  (1) 

10  (2) 

Rate  per  1,000  total 

(live  and  still  births):  49*7 

(11.1) 

Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population: 

1,00  (0.20) 

Deaths. 

Male. 

Female, 

Total. 

All  age  groups 

60  (61) 

49  (40) 

109  (101) 

Infants  under  1  yr. 

I/Iale 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

3  (2) 

5  (2) 

8  (4) 

Illegitimate 

-  U) 

-  h) 

-  (2) 

Total 

3  (3) 

5  (3) 

8  (6) 

Maternal  Deaths. 

NIL 

(NIL) 

Death  Rates. 


General  rate  per  1,000  population 
Jill  infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births 

lA'Iatomal  deaths  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 


10.93  1 

[10.26) 

41.9  1 

133.52) 

48.4  (23.5  ) 

NIL  1 

[ 222*2) 

NIL  1 

[  NIL  ) 

"r  t::>iibo^ 

'  X I  OB  ad® 

•  i)8  gjsiy 

Oiflf 

Lvti' 


',izta60*t^ 

Sy 

.  oiat- 


2 


The  numher  of  births  is  12  more  than  last  year  and  the 
birth  rate  has  increased  from  18.19  to  19.15 •  Deaths  have 

increased  by  8.  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  once  again 
that  there  were  no  maternal  deaths  during  the  year.  The  infant 
mortality  rate  is  41.9* 

The  principal  causes  of  death  are  set  out  in  the 
following  Table. 


TABLE  I. 


Cause  of  Death. 

• 

Male 

Female 

Total. 

Tuberculosis  Respiratory 

1 

_ 

1 

Other  infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

1 

— 

1  1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stom^-ich 

2 

2 

4  ! 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  bronchus 

3 

— 

3  I 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

3 

1 

3 

5 

1 

^  j 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

5 

8 

13  i 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

5 

2 

7 

Other  heart  disease 

14 

9 

23  I 

Other  circulatory  disease 

3 

— 

3  ! 

Influenza 

2 

1 

3  1 

Pneumonia 

1 

2 

3 

Bronchitis 

9 

2 

11 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

1  1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

1 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

- 

1 

Congenital  malf  orma'Iil  ons 

1 

- 

1 

Other  defined  and  illdefinod  diseases 

7 

11 

18 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

— 

1 

1 

Aj-1  other  accidents 

— 

1 

1  1 

Suicide 

1 

- 

1  1 

1 

60 

49 

109 

Infant  ^^^ortality. 

The  following  Table  gives  causes  of  infant  deaths 
during  1951,  classified  into  age  groups. 


TABLE  II. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Age 

Groups 

All  ages 
under  1  yr 

Under 

1  wk. 

1-2 

wks 

2-3 

wks 

3-4 

v/ks 

1  -P 

3-6 

mth 

6-9 

mth 

9-1 2 

mths 

M. 

F. 

Tot 

Prematurity 

3 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

4 

Pneumonia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

Gastro- enteritis 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Birth  Injuries 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

3 

5 

8 
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COMP.iRISON  OF  KNOTTINaLEY  VITiiL  STATISTICS  WITH  OTHER  Y/EST 

RISIITG  UHB;iTT  DISTRICTS.  TH5  WEST  RIDING  ADMINISTRATIVE  QO-JRPY 
MD  ENGLTRD  WALES, 


■Knott- 

ingley 

Urban 

District 

Aggregate 

V/est  Rid¬ 
ing  Urban 
Districts 

Vest 

jRj.ding 
j Admin. 
'County 

England  & 

Wales  (pro 
visional 
figures ) 

BIRTH  RATE 
(per  1,000  estimatod 
population. 

19.2 

15.6 

j 

15.8 

15.5 

DEATH  RATE 
(per  1,000  Gstimated 
population) 

j  All  Causes 

1 

10.9 

13.5 

1 

1 

12.7 

' 

12.5 

' 

Infective  and  Para.  Dis. 
excl.  Tub,  but  incl, 

Syph.  and  other  V.D. 

0.10 

0.11 

! 

1 

0.10  1  * 

1 

Tuberculosis 

Respiratory 

0.10 

0.24 

0.24  i 

i 

0.28 

Tuberculosis 

Other 

NIL 

0.04 

■ 

' 

1 

0.04  j  0.04 

Tuberculosis 

All  Forms 

0.10 

0.28 

j 

0.23  i 
i 

0.32 

Cancer 

1.91 

1.89 

1.80  I  1.96 

i 

Vascular  Lesions  of 
the  nervous  system 

1.30 

1.86 

1.72 

1 

* 

1 . 

Heart  and  Circulatory 

j  .  .  .  .  .  ... 

3.31 

5.10 

4.72  * 

1 

j 

1  Respiratory  Diseases 

1.70 

1.90 

r 

1.81  1 

*  i 

1 

.  1 

j 

j  Maternal  Mortality 
(per  1,000  live  and 
still  births) 

NIL 

0.81 

0.93  1 
i 
t 

i 

1 

1 

0.79  ! 

1 

Infant  Mortality 

41.9 

30.8 

31. e  ■  29.6 

j 

i  Still  Births 

1  (per  1,000  live  and 
still  births) 

50 

26 

O  <  i 

f 

i 

1 

1 

23  1 

i 

i 

*  figuros  not  available 
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PART  TWO. 

PREVALENCE  OF  ARP  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 
ANL  OTHER  DISEASES. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  prevalenco  of  infectious 
diseases  throughout  the  year, 

TABLE  IV. 


(  ■  ■  . . .  ■  ■  " 

Jan/ 

Mar 

jApr/ 

Jun 

Jul/ 

Sep 

Oct/ 

Lee 

Total 

Deaths 

No.  of  cases! 
admitted  to 
hosnital. 

Scarlet  Fever 

8 

3 

2 

2 

15 

- 

13 

v/ho oping  Cough 

2 

3 

18 

20 

43 

- 

Measles 

142 

124 

31 

11 

308 

- 

- 

Pneumonia 

23 

8 

2 

- 

33 

3 

- 

Erysipelas 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

. 

175 

138 

54 

34 

401 

3 

■  ■I  .  i-.i—  y| 

1 

14 

Certain  of  the  above  figures  call  for  ooiTunent. 
So0,rlet  Pever . 


The  number  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever  reported  during  the 
year  showed  appreciable  reduction  on  those  for  last  year.  Cases 
on  the  whole,  are  mild  in  character. 

^Vho oping  Cough. 

r.iimunisation  against  whooping  cough  will  be  started 
early  in  1952,  and  we  may  look  forward  to  a  decline  in  the 
number  of  cn,ses  of  this  disease  during  the  next  few  years. 

Pinhtheria. 


No  ca,so  of  diphtheria  occurred  during  the  year.  49 
children  under  the  age  of  five  years,  and  202  children  over 
the  age  of  five  years,  received  a  full  course  of  primary 
immunisation  against  the  disease.  In  addition  365  children 
received  a  reinforcing  injection. 

While  this  sta,te  of  affairs  is  a  source  of  great 
satisfaction,  we  must  not  allow  ourselves  to  become  complacent 
about  it.  It  will  only  be  maintained  if,  and  so  long  as,  the 
general  public  remains  "immunisation  conscious".  A  decline  in 
the  immunisation  rate  would,  within  a  fe-'w  years,  show  itself  in 
a  speedy  return  of  this  droa,dful  disease,  and  we  must  strive  with 
all  our  power  to  impress  upon  po.rents  the  absolute  need  to  have 
this  simple  proceodure  carried  out. 
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TII3EHCUL0SI3. 

The  following  Table  sujmnarises  particulars  contained 
in  the  Register  of  tuberculous  persons. 

T  A  B  L  E _ V 


Nuraber  of  Cases  in 
Register: 

Respiratory 

M  P 

Non-Re spiratory 

M  P 

Total 

in_^Reg 

ister 

At  the  commencement  of 

1951 

24 

19 

6 

15 

64 

Notified  for  the  first 
time  during  1951. 

5 

2 

2 

2 

11 

Removed  during  1951 

1 

2 

- 

- 

3 

At  the  end  of  1951 

28 

19 

8 

17 

72 

The  reasons  for  removal  of  cases  from  the  Register  are 
given  in  the  following  Table, 


TABLE  VI 


Entries  relating  to;- 

Respiratory 

M  P 

Non-Re sniratory 

M  ‘  P 

Total 

Persons  who  have  died 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Persons  who  have  left 
the  district 

- 

2 

- 

- 

2 

1 

2 

- 

3 

In  the  following  Table  new  oases  and  mortality  are 
classified  according  to  age,  sex  and  site  of  the  disease, 

TABLE  VII 


P - 

NiJW 

GASJiS 

DEATHS 

j  Age  Periods 

j 

Respi 

M. 

ratory 

P. 

Non-Re sp. 

M.  P. 

Respiratory 

M.  P. 

Non-Resp. 

M.  P, 

i  Under  5 

2 

!  Under  15 

1 

Under  25 

— 

Under  35 

1 

1 

1 

Under  45 

1 

1 

.. 

— 

Under  55 

1 

— 

Under  65 

2 

Over  65 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

5 

2 

2  i 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 
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PART  THREE 
MATERNITY  ilTO  CHILD  WELFARE. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  were  held  through¬ 
out  the  year  as  follows. 

Child  Welfare  Clinics. 


Chapel  Street,  Knottingley.  Monday  at  1.30  p.m. 

Average  attendance  33  children. 

Wesleyatn  Chapel,  Pishergate,  Ferrybridge.  Wednesday  at 

1.30  p.m.  Average  attendance  48  children, 

Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

Chapel  Street,  Knottingley,  1st  and  3rd  Thursday  and  2nd 

Sind  4th  Tuesday,  at  1,30  p.m.  Average  attendance  12  mothers, 

Wesleyan  Chapel,  Pishergate,  Ferrybridge,  1st  and  3rd 

Tuesday,  at  1.30  p.m.  Average  attendance  12  mothers. 

The  following  proprietary  preparations  were  available 
at  cost  price  (free  in  necessitous  cases),  to  all  women  attending 
the  clinics. 

Ostermilk  (Nos.  1  and  2) 

Trufood 
Cow  &  Gate 
Ovaltine 
Glucose  *D’ 

Horlicks-  - 
Roboleine 
Malt 0 line 

The  following  were  distributed  free  of  charge 

I.C.D,  Tablets 
Ferrous  Sulphate  Tablets 
Viteolin  Tablets 
A  k  D  Liquid 
Vitamin  *C' 

During  the  year  44  v/omen  were  sent  to  Walton  Hall 
Maternity  Home.  Wakefield;  9  to  Northgate  Lodge  Hospital, 
Pontefract;  3  Manygates  Maternity  Hospital,  Y/akefield;  25  "to 
Leeds  Maternity  Hospital;  2  to  Castleford  Maternity  Home;  3  to 
Fairfield  IVIaternity  Home,  Doncaster;  and  1  to  Palloden  Maternity 
Home,  Doncaster. 

For  domiciliary  confinements  there  were  three  midwives 
in  operation,  all  of  whom  possess  cars. 

Gas  and  Air  Analgesia  is  welcomed  by  the  mothers, 
together  with  the  analgesic  drug  pethidine. 

The  following  analysis  of  births  occurring  during 
1951,  adjusted  by  transferred  notifications,  indicates  how  the 
various  maternity  services  and  institutions  were  used. 


Virol 

Farex 

Scotts  Baby  Cereal 
Robinson’s  Groats 
Colact 

Bovril  Y/eaning  Pood 
Lactagol 
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No.  of  births  occuring  in  the  district  during  1951. 

Live  Births,  Still  Births.  Total. 


1.  Domicilieiry. 

2.  Outwsurd  Transfers. 

-  3.  Inwaird  Transfers. 

Total  No.  of  Births 


112 

4 

116 

3 

- 

3 

82 

6 

88 

191 

10 

201 

Inward  Transfers. 

Northgate  Lodge  Hospital,  Pontefract 
?/alton  Hall  Maternity  Home,  Y/akefield 
Many  gates  Maternity  Hospital,  ^Yakefield 
Leeds  Maternity  Hospital 
Castleford  Maternity  Home 
Fairfield  Maternity  Home,  Doncaster 
Palloden  Maternity  Home,  Doncaster 
Relatives 


9 

44 

3 

25 

2 

i 

1 


88 


Care  of  the  Premature  Infant. 


12  premature  infants  were  notified  during  the  year. 

In  each  case  a  special  investigation  was  made  and  help  given  as 
required.  In  hospital  cases  there  was  close  liaison  between 
hospitals  and  Authorities. 

A  special  cot  and  other  equipment  is  held  in  the 
ambulance  depot  at  Castleford  and  is  instantly  available  on  call 
by  a  general  practitioner  or  midwife.  The  equipment  is  carried 
to  the  patient’s  house  by  ambulance.  In  addition  the  services 
of  a  specially  trained  midwife  are  available, 

PART  P  0  U  R.- 


SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICES. 

^  _  “  Routine  school  medical  inspections  wore  carried  out  in 

the  Knottingley  schools  during  the  year. 


clinic  session  for  consultation  with  the  S 
Medical  Officer  was  held  at  the  Chapel  Street  School,  iino 
on  the  second  and  fourth  Monday  at  lO  a.m.  The  a1?erage 
attendance  for  this  session  was  22. 
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Minor  Ailments  Clinics,  in  the  charge  of  the  School 
Nurse,  were  held  at  the  Chapel  Street  School,  Knottingley,  on 
Monday  and  Thursday  at  10  a.m,,  the  average  attendance  per  day 
being  9;  and  at  the  Wesleyan  Chapel  Pishergate,  Ferrybridge, 
on  Y/ednesday  at  10  a.m. ,  the  average  attendance  per  day  being  7 


Specialist  consultations  are  held  in  Pontefract  for 
Orthopaedic  cases  (held  monthly),  ear,  nose  and  throat  cases 
(held  fortnightly),  and  ophthalmic  cases  (held  weekly). 

The  demand  for  all  these  clinics  is  great,  and  in 
spite  of  every  effort  the  waiting  list  grows  steadily  larger. 

PART  FIVE. 

HOI^IS  NURSING. 

The  demand  for  the  Home  Nursing  Service  has  continued 
to  increase.  During  the  last  three  years  the  number  of  visits 

cases  were  nursed  and 
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PART  SIX. 

CARE  ilND  AFTER  CARE 


Much  good  work  has  been  done  under  this  heading  during 
the  year.  A  Health  Visitor  for  Pontefract  visited  the  Pontefract 
General  Infirmary  daily,  and  by  maintaining  close  co-operation 
with  her  colleagues  in  Knottingley,  she  has  been  able  on  the  one 
hand  to  furnish  background  histories  of  patients  where  such 
information  was  of  importance,  and  on  the  other  hand  she  has  given 
early  information  of  the  discharge  of  patients  from  hospital  whom 
the  personal  health  services  might  assist. 

Home  Heins. 

The  demand  for  the  Home  Help  Service  has  been  maintained. 


PART  SEVEN. 

MENTAL  HEALTH. 


Mental  Health  is  a  responsibility  of  a  Sub-Committee  of 
the  Coimty  Council.  Y/ork  under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment 
Acts,  1890  and  1930,  has  been  undertaken  by  a  Duly  Authorised 
Officer  living  in  Pontefract.  He  is  Mr,  R.S.H.Battye,  of  27 
Grove  Lea  Crescent,  Pontefract.  His  telephone  number  is 
Pontefract  813 .  Y/e  have  had  one  Mental  Deficiency  Social  Worker, 

Miss  E.T,  Simons,  for  work  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts, 


PART  EIGHT. 

AJVEBULiiNCE  SERVICES. 


The  Ambulance  Service  in  the  district  is  now  operated  by 
the  County  Council,  and  its  administration  is  the  responsibility 
of  the  County  ^Imbulance  Officer, 
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Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  once  again  have  the  greatest  of  pleasure  in  presenting 
to  you  my  annual  report.  This  is  my  fifth  report  since  becoming 
your  Sanitary  Inspector  and  with  each  one  I  feel  more  pleased  with 
the  work  accomplished  by  the  Department  and  the  Council. 

Environmental  hygiene  is  an  ever  demanded  subject  but  one  which 
receives  little  acclaim  and,  in  my  opinion,  that  is  the  way  it 
should  be.  The  former  because  the  public  have  a  right  to  demand 
a  better  standard,  as  knowledge  in  this  ’field’  progresses;  the 
latter  because  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Local  Authority  and  the 
Officials  concerned  to  see  that  the  best  standards  are  achieved 
and  maintained  without  expecting  any  bouquets. 

Statutory  standards  of  hygiene  often  fall  short  of 
desired  standards  and  in  such  cases  advice  and  persuasion  can  work 
wonders.  Great  stumbling  blocks  to  many  desired  end  however, 
are  prejudice  to  advancement  and  using  costs  of  ma-terials.  I  hope 
the  day  will  come  when  advice  and  persuasion  will  be  heeded  and 
the  necessity  for  even  stronger  legislation  will  be  unecessary. 

At  the  latter  end  of  the  year  a  Shorthand/Typist  was 
engaged  for  the  Department.  This  step  has  made  a  vast  improvement 
in  the  amount  of  time  in  which  to  do  my  outdoor  duties.  The 
smooth  running  of  the  Department,  I  feel  sure,  will  now  be 
accomplished  as  soon  as  Miss  Smith  becomes  fully  acquainted  wi  h 
her  duties. 

Again  I  would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  all  Members 
and  Officials  who,  by  their  interest,  consideration  and  support, 
have  made  my  task  a  pleasant  one. 

The  details  of  the  work  carried  out  under  the  various 
headings  are  as  follows:- 

Sanitary  Circumstances 

1 •  General  Sanitation  and  Abatement  of  Nuisances. 

There  has  been  no  large  scale  increase  in  the  occurence  of 
nuisances  over  the  past  year,  though  some  difficulty  was  met  with 
until  the  “teething  troubles"  of  the  Synthetic  Chemical  Company  were 
overcome.  All  nuisances  have  been  dealt  with  as  expeditiously  as 
the  occasion  allowed  and  I  feel  that  we  have  achieved  something  in 
the  way  that  various  owners  of  property  have  co-operated  with  this 
Authority, 

Complaints  which  have  necessitated  informal  or  formal 
action  are  classified  as  follows 


Defective  sink  waste  pipes . 18 

Choked  Drains . . . .  17 

Defective  drains . 9 

Defective  covers  to  inspection  chambers .  3 

Defective  ashpits . . 

Defective  dustbins . 10 

Defective  sinks . 7 

Defective  waterclosets . 8 

Defective  ovens  and  flues . 12 

Defective  wall  and  ceiling  plaster  .  79 

Defective  roofs . 25 

Defective  sach  cords  . . 20 

Defective  eaves  gutters  and  fall  pipes  .  19 

Water  in  cellars .  1 
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Defective  steps  .  .  •  .  ~ . 1 

Defective  floors  . .18 

Defective  doors  . . 5 

Defective  cooking  ranges.  .  ....  6 

Damp  walls . 36 

Defective  windows . 14 

Accumulations  and  other  nuisances  . . 38 


Total’  3U6 


2.  Water  Supplies 

There  are  now  2,892  dwelling  houses  in  the  district  which 
are  on  the  public  supply,  leaving  only  ten  houses  in  the  district 
which  have  to  obtain  water  from  other  sources. 

The  public  supply,  which  is  obtained  in  bulk  from 
Pontefract,  has  been  both  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity. 
Samples  obtained  and  analysed  have  been  extremely  good. 

There  has  been  no  extension  to  the  supply  apart  from  new 
houses  which  have  been  erected  during  the  year. 

» 

3.  Rodent  Control 

We  have  been  able  to  spend  a  little  more  time  this  year, 
especially  during  the  latter  quarter,  in  this  work.  We  can 
consider  ourselves  to  be  a  very  fortunate  district  in  the  fact  that 
we  are  keeping  on  top  of  this  work. 

Owners  of  property  have  co-operated  well  and,  in  order 
to  ensure  that  the  best  possible  methods  of  control  are  maintained, 
have  been  prepared  to  let  us  do  the  work  rather  than  impliment 
the  procedure  to  untrained  people. 

The  follov/ing  table  will  present  the  number  of  infestations 
which  have  had  to  be  dealt  with,  showing  the  number  of  treatments 
necessary  to  erase  the  infestation:- 


Degree  of 
Infestation 

Infestations 

Cleared 

No.  of  these  infest¬ 
ations  cleared  af ter.  1 , 
2,  3»  or  h  treatments 

Total  No. 

of  treat- 

1 

.2 

3  . 

h 

ments 

given 

RESERVOIR  (Rat 
population 
over  200) 

2 

^Til 

1 

Nil 

1 

6  ' 

l!AJOR  (20-200) 

7 

3 

1 

2 

1 

15 

MINOR  (under  20) 

29 

22 

2 

3 

2 

U3 

TOTALS 

38 

25 

k 

5 

h 

64 

Sewer  treatments  and  tests  have  also  been  carried  out  in 
accordance  with  instructions  from  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries.  At  last  I  have  been  able  to  convince  the  Ministry  that 
certain  sewers  in  this  district  are  so  lovi^  lying  that  they  are  free 
from  rodents  due  to  the  fact  that  these  sewers  are,  at  all  times  of 
the  year,  running  full. 

The  Council*  s  property  is  regularly  treated  and  comparitiveli 
free  from  infestation.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  however,  a  very 
large  reservoir  infestation  was  met  with  on  the  controlled  tip  but 
this  has  nov/  subsided. 
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During  the  year  I  carried  out  a  survey  of  the  district’s 
sewer  system  and  plotted  each  manhole  on  an  ordnance  plan.  This 
has  brought  the  information  up  to  date  in  order  that  sewer 
treatments  can  be  carried  out  accordingly.  The  following  table 
shows  work  carried  out  in  sewer  treatments  this  year. 


No.  of 

manholes 

on 

system 

Particulars  of  Test 

Particulars  of  Treatment 

Month 

Tested 

Showing 

Takes 

Month 

Pre¬ 

baited 

Complete 

takes 

Part 

takes 

Poison 

baited 

193 

Oct. 

26 

5 

Dec. 

33 

5 

NIL 

NIL 

Classification;  Small  and  Limited. 


U. Factories.  Workplaces  and  Shops 

As  time  has  allowed  periodical  inspections  have  been  made. 
An  effort  has  also  been  made  to  inspect  factories  in  regard  to  their 
"means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire"  and  the  appropriate  Certificates 
have  been  issued  by  the  Council. 

In  the  majority  of  factories  in  the  district  mechanical 
power  is  used  and  therefore  our  functions  are  limited.  However 
matters  concerning  this  Council  are  dealt  with  promptly  and  usually 
satisfactorily. 

There  are  U2  factories  on  our  register  and  in  only  a  very 
few  cases  has  it  been  necessary  to  issue  notices. 

Conditions  in  most  of  the  district’ s  shops  are  beyond 
complaint  and  I  have  not  had  occasion  to  resort  to  formal  procedure 
in  any  case. 

5*  Disinfestation 

Although  not  entirely  free  from  infestation  of  cockroaches 
and  ants  the  position  is  much  better  than  it  was  a  year  ago.  I  do 
not  credit  this  to  the  publicity  that  my  last  annual  report  got  on 
this  subject,  thus  ’frightening  to  death’  the  insects  concerned  but 
to  the  Council’s  decision  to  treat  all  premises,  whether  private  or 
Council  property!  .free  of  charge.  In  spite  of  this  I  finfl  that 
people  are  reluctant  to  come  forward  and  admit  the  presence  of  these 
insects  in  their  houses.  They  should  realise  now  that  complete 
eradication  cannot  be  achieved  until  this  is  done.  No  one  need 
feel  ashamed,  as  more  often  than  not,  it  is  not  the  fault  of  the 
tenant  that  his  house  is  infested. 

Very  few  cases  of  bed-bug  infestations  have  been  recorded 
and  each  one  has  been  dealt  with  satisfactorily. 

6.  Privy  Accommodation 

Further  conceversions  have  taken  place  this  year  but  not  to 
the  water  carriage  system  as  was  anticipated.  There  are,  however, 
schemes  in  hand  which  should  further  minimize  the  number  of  privies 
in  the  district.  Altogether  there  still  exists  about  20  such  type 
lavatories  and  some  of  these  will  eventually  be  dealt  with  when  the 
property  they  serve  has  had  its  ’life’. 

7.  Public  Cleansing 


(a)  Collection  of  Refuse 

This  is  done  by  one  five-ton  Austin  Refuse  Waggon  of  10  cub. 
yard  capacity,  with  the  help  of  a  part  time  Karrier  Bantam  Refuse 
Waggon  of  7  cub.  yard  capacity.  These  waggons  are  now  working  to 
capacity  and  it  is  fortunate  that  the  Council  are  considering  the 
purchase  of  a  new  five-ton  Austin  refuse  Waggon. 
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Less  trouble  has  been  encountered  this  year  due  to  holiday 
periods  as  we  have  a  very  efficient  spare  driver.  We  have  had 
difficulty  on  occasions  due  to  sickness  but  this  can  never  be 
foreseen  and  when  it  does  occur  the  best  practicable  means  are 
taken  to  catch  up  with  outstanding  work. 

T]^e  system  of  having  repairs  to  the  waggons  done  at 
different  garages  seems  to  have  worked  out  quite  well  and  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  no  problem  will  arise  beyond  our  ability  to 
deal  with  it. 

Presuming,  as  I  did  last  year,  than  an  average  of  two 
tons  is  collected  each  load,  the  following  table  shows  the  amount 
collected  during  the  year  and  the  cost  of  collection  per  ton  of 
refuse.  The  total  estimated  cost  of  collection  for  the  full  year 
being  £2,726. 


TONNAGE  OP  REFUSE  COLLECTED  EACH  MONTH 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apl. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

252 

221 

236 

21+8 

227 

221 

195 

188 

242 

256 

281 

254 

Estimated  total  tonnage  for  the  year  2,821 


Average  weight  per  1,000  of  population  per  day  15«U  cwts. 

Estimated  average  cost  per  ton  19/2 

Note :  The  above  estimated  cost  also  includes  the  cost  of  disposal. 


(b)  Disposal  of  Refuse 

This  is  still  done  by  controlled  tipping  and  in  the 
absence  of  expensive  equipment  is  the  best  possible  method  that 
could  be  used  in  the  district.  Due  to  the  fact  that  the 
controlled  tip  is  run  by  one  workman  only,  it  is  not  possible  to 
segregate  properly  the  refuse  delivered  to  the  tip.  I  do  think 
that  if  the  Council  would  consider  employing  more  personnel  on 
this  work  we  could  not  only  reclaim  a  certain  amount  of  salvagable 
material  but  also  we  should  be  left  with  a  media  which  would  be 
more  suitable  for  a  controlled  tip. 

(c)  Collection  of  Cesspools 

There  are  approximately  20  cesspools  in  the  district  which 
the  Council  undertake  to  empty.  This  work  is  done  by  a  Karrier 
Bantam  Cesspool  Emptier,  and  occupies  about  three  to  three  and  a 
half  days  per  week.  Fortunately  the  Council  are  extending  a  main 
sewer  to  the  Headlands,  Knottingley,  v;hich  will  do  away  with  four 
of  the  largest  cesspools. 


HOUSING 

1 .  General  Remarks 

Within  the  limits  allowed  by  the  Ministry,  new  houses 
were  erected  during  the  year.  The  actual  figures  of  houses 
completed  is  low  but  there  are  many  which  are  in  course  of 
construction.  Completed  houses  were  made  up  as  follows 


By  the  Council  . . .  •  60 

By  Private  Enterprise .  8 

Total  68 
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In  spite  of  the  fact  that  new  houses  are  occupied  as  soon 
as  they  are  completed  the  application  list  for  Council  Houses 
continues  to  grow.  Overcrowding  continues  to  develop  throughout 
the  district.  The  Committee  concerned  have  in  process  of  completion 
a  "Points  Scheme"  for  the  allocation  of  houses  which  should  eliminate 
the  worst  overcrowding  conditions  first.  There  are  hound  to  he 
unforeseen  ’snags’  in  such  a  scheme  hut  I  do  not  think  they  will  he 
unsurmount ah le . 

Housing  conditions  throughout  the  district  must  he  improved, 
unless  they  are,  then  healthy  living,  which  we  all  strive  for, 
will  not  he  obtained.  This  field  of  work  is  large  and  a  large 
proportion  of  my  time  is  occupied  in  going  over  this  ground.  The 
same  harriers,  such  as  shortage  of  materials,  are  encountered  as  they 
have  heen  each  year  since  the  war.  Owners  are  reluctant  to  spend 
money  on  repairs  whilst  the  rents  are  controlled  and  yet  money  is 
available  to  owners  for  improvement  of  houses c 

2.  Repairs  and  Maintenance 

During  the  year  a  total  of  99  houses  were  inspected  for 
housing  defects  which  involved  232  separate  inspections,  of  these 
10  were  considered  to  he  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 
health  as  to  he  unfit  for  human  habitation.  In  81  cases  the  houses 
concerned  have  now  heen  rendered  fit  for  human  habitation  by  work 
carried  out  by  the  owners,  though  in  1 1  cases  it  was  necessary  to 
resort  to  Statutory  Notices. 

During  the  year  five  houses  were  demolished  as  a  result  of 
this  Council  making  Demolition  Orders.  Two  dwellings  still  require 
demolishing  in  persuant  of  such  Orders. 

3.  Overcrowding 

During  the  year  a  further  185  new  cases  of  overcrowding 
has  come  to  light  through  the  media  of  Housing  Applications.  Of 
the  total  number  of  overcrowding  cases,  60  were  relieved  during 
the  year,  this  affected  approximately  250  people. 

To  overcome  or  even  attempt  to  overcome  this  problem, 
drastic  actions  would  have  to  he  taken  by  this  Council.  Tenants 
of  Council  Houses  should  he  made  to  move  into  houses  which  were  of 
a  type  more  suitable  to  the  size  of  theii^  families,  only  by  this 
method  could  the  Council  make  the  full  use  of  the  available  Council 
House  accommodation. 

U.  Verminous  Conditions 

In  my  last  annual  report  I  mentioned  that  the  Council  should 
give  consideration  to  the  question  of  disinfesting  the  furniture  and 
effects  of  people  selected  as  Council  House  tenants.  I  would  again 
ask  the  Council  to  consider  this  matter.  That  verminous  Council 
Houses  do  exist  is  a  thought  that  one  is  only  too  ready  to  forget, 
hut  the  fact  remains  that  they  do.  Not  always  is  this  the  fault  of 
the  tenant,  as  I  have  stressed  in  a  previous  paragraph,  hut  it  is 
his  fault  that  he  "hides  his  hug  under  a  bushel"  and  does  not  report 
the  fact  in  order  that  we  can  take  necessary  action.  An  efficient 
house  to  house  inspection,  carried  out  periodically  is  required  to 
overcome  this  hut  at  present  this  is  beyond  the  realms  of  possibility. 

FOOD  INSPECTION 

1.  Milk 

We  have  now  in  this  district,  seven  licenced  retailers  of 
"Pasteurised"  milk,  four  retailers  of  "Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised) " 
milk  and  thirteen  retailers  of  "Sterilised"  milk. 

The  public  are  being  served  well,  no  longer  have  we  the 
open  churn  which,  every  time  milk  was  delivered,  was  subject  to  dirt 
and  dust  making  an  entrance.  To-day  the  milk  is  bottled  in  registered 
dairies  under  hygienic  conditions,  sealed  and  delivered  to  the  customer, 
untouched  by  hand. 
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2j^.  Ice-Cream 


We  still  have  only  one  producer  of  ice-cream  in  the 
district.  Improvements  have  heen  carried  out  "by  him  from  time  to 
time.  Refrigeration  methods  especially  have  improved  as  have 
conditions  in  the  delivery  vans  he  employs.  Frequent  inspections 
are  made  to  these  premises  in  order  to  maintain  the  best  possible 
standards.  I  hope  the  day  will  come,  as  it  surely  must,  when  all  , 
ice-cream  produced  will  have  to  be  wrapped  on  the  producers  | 

premises  and  sold  by  retail  in  similar  conditions « 

Thirteen  ice-cream  retailers  are  still  on  our  register, 
in  all  but  one  case  the  ice-cream  is  sold  wrappsch  Frequent 
delivery  by  the  supplying  firm  and  storage  in  modern  regrigerators 
by  the  retailer  ensure  a  good  standard  of  hygiene, 

3.  Meat  Inspection 

The  bulk  of  meat  inspection  duties  fall  on  the  shoulders 
of  the  Pontefract  Inspectors  as  the  Ministry  of  Food  still  operate' 
their  slaughterhouse  in  the  Borough  of  Pontefract,  I  do,  however, 
occasionally  visit  the  Depot  in  Chapel  Streets 

The  policy  of  centralised  slaughtering,  which  was  started 
as  a  war  measure,  is  still  with  us.  I  hope  it  ruemains  so  because 
without  it  we  could  not  have  an  efficient  inspection  service. 

We  have  in  the  district  a  licenced  horse  slaughterhouse  where 
horses  for  human  consumption  are  killed.  All  carcases  are  retailed 
outside  the  district  as  we  have  no  licenced  retailer  of  horseflesh. 
During  the  year  39  horses  were  slaughtered  and  inspected.  There 
seems  to  be  a  steady  decline  in  this  trade. 

U.  Other  Foods 

Apart  from  the  above  mentioned  food,  other  commodities 
are  also  inspected.  Chiefly  these  are  canned  foods,  fish  and 
grocery  products.  There  have  been  no  special  cases  of  note  this 
year. 

5.  Food  Premises 

Shops,  bakehouses  and  all  food  producers  and  retailers 
premises  are  inspected.  On  the  whole  the  conditions  in  the  district 
are  satisfactory,  it  has  not  been  necessc.ry  this  year  to  serve  any 
Statutory  Notices. 


Canal  Boats 


Pour  additional  canal  boats  have  been  registered  this  year 
which  now  make  60  in  all.  Periodical  inspectioas  are  made  of 
canal  boats  but,  owing  to  other  work,  only  infrequently. 

No  contravention  of  any  regulation  has  occured  during  the 

year. 

Statement  of  Particulars  furnished 

pursuant  to  Article  18  of  the  Sanitary 

Officer  a  LQu^side  London)  Re_gulations7 

Number  and  nature  of  inspections  made  by  the  writer  during  1951:- 


Nature 

Public  Health  Act.  1936. 

Regulated  Premises  Inspections: 

Moveable  dwellings  and  sites.  .  .  ,  .  .  • 
Offensive  trades . 

Statutory  Nuisance  Inspections: 

Initial  Inspections  ........... 

Other  Inspections  . . . 


Number 


.  7 

.  10 


.141 

.281 
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Public  HealtB  Act,  1936  (cont. ) 

Atmospheric  Pollution: 

Industrial  smoke  observations.,  c  .  2 

Visits  to  boiler  plants.  o,,,  .  0 

Verminous  Infestation  Inspections: 

Dwellinghouses  -  Council  c  .  0 

Private  ......  1 

Other  premises  or  articles  ...  c  .  0 

Infectious  disease,  etc.  Enquiries  .  .  „  ,  .  271 

General  Sanitation  and  Drainage  Inspc  e'tions.: 


Nuisances  -  not  statutory  -- 

Initial  inspections . . . 107 

Other  inspections . . . lUI 

Other  Sanitary  Defects; 


Initial  inspections.  22 

Other  inspections.  .  .  .  .  c  .  .  -  .  .  .  ,  .  .  .  I4.6 

Factories  Act.  1937. 

Inspections  for  Sanitary  Cond j. i^lons : 

Factories  with  mechanical  power c  32 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  7 

Inspections  for  Means  of  Escape  in  case  of  Fire.  .  10 

Shops  Act.  19314.. 

Total  shops  visited . 30 

Inspections  made  37 

Housing  Act.  1936. 


Housing  Conditions: 

inspections  for  housing  defects.  .  . . 232 

Houses  inspected  .  . . . . 99 


Inspections  for  compliance  with  notices . 175 

Overcrowding: 

Case  investigations.  ...  c,.,  ...  ...  .  60 

Council  Housing: 

Visits  to  tenants  of  Counci.,  ilousc-;:-: 

ascertain  home  conditions c  ,  c  =  ^  .  14 

Miscellaneous  enquiries.  ...  ..........  .  7 

Food  and  Drugs  Act.  1938. 


Meat  Inspection: 

Visits  to  depot  and  slaughterhouse s.  ,  .  c  .  .  .  46 
Visits  to  shops  etc.  for  meat  inspection  ....  10 
Milk  Supplies: 

Investigation  of  production  methods .  1 

Investigation  of  distribution  methods.  .....  I4 

Ice-Cream: 

Investigations  regarding  manufacture  c  .  .  .  .  .  I5 

Investigations  regarding  retailing  .  4 

Other  Foods: 

Visits  to  shops  etc  for  food  inspection . 79 

Food  Premises  Inspections: 

Cowsheds  .....  .  3 

Dairies.  . .  1 

Rooms  under  Food  &  Drugs  Act,  Section  I3  ,  .  .  .  30 

Knackers  Yard  Inspections.  9 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act.  1949. 

Inspections  of  premises . 102 

Inspections  during  treatments.  ....  .  52 
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Miscellaneous  Ins-pections, 


Schools  .  .  . 

Refuse  tips  . 

Sewage  Disposal  Works 


1 

52 

22 


Number  of 

Notices 

Served  and  the 

Re 0. nit  ( 

Df  Service 

-  '  '■  "■■■ 

No. 

of  informal  noti.oes 

N  0 .  of 

Statutory  Notices  > 

Act  and  Section 

0 

m 

0^ 

T— 

CD 

Not 

compj-iedj 

with 

) 

C*  ;  ! 

d-  ! 

■'  i 

K 

end 

concerned 

0 

u 

bo 

•H 

c 

-P 

ra 

-p 

0 

Served  in  1951 

Total  of  A  and  ! 

Complied  with 

Statutory  Notice 
served  in  1951 

-p 

tan 

•Hr— 

cd  0 

0 

T  -- 

j.'  -o 

1 

0  1  a! 

!  n 

fcj  ;  -H 

•H  f  K5 
'U  1  <D 
> 

Oj  ^ 

-!  •>  1  (U 

II  " 

°r 

r 

1  Total  of  G  and 

Complied  wit 

(Da5 

fS-i 

o<u 

nya 

?-fr4 

0 

< 

• 

Outstanding  at  ' 

of  1951 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

- 

G  1  H 

I 

J 

K 

L 

Public  Health  Act, 

1936 

20 

127 

147 

105 

6 

1 

I  1 6 

1  ; 

i  G 

1 

7 

6 

- 

1 

Housing  Act,  1936 

30 

85 

119 

70 

11_ 

08 

-MU 

14 

12 

— 

2 

Factories  Act,  1937 

- 

4 

4 

4 

— 

— 

-  i  - 

L- 

• 

* 

Deoartment  ' 

The  staff  now  comprises  of  myself  and  a  full  time  shorthand/ 
typist  clerk. 


I  am,  Gentleme"? 
Your  ohedienL- 


WHITELEY,  M . S . X . A , .  G . R . S an. I . , 
Sanitary  Inspector. 


July.  1952. 
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